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mm his country in doing it ? Ought he not rather to try to mend matters by argument as opportunity offers ? Is it right to make war on one's country for the sake of liberty ? Should a man adhere at all risks to one party, though he considers them on the whole to have been a set of fools ? Is a person who has been his country's greatest benefactoi, and has been rewarded by envy and ill usage, to volunteer into danger for such a party ? May he not retire, and live quietly with his family, and leave public affairs to their fate ?
" I amuse myself as time passes with these speculations "
Cicero to Atticus 1
" Pompey has sailed I am pleased to find that you approve of my remaining My efforts now are to peisuade Caesar to allow me to be absent fiom the Senate, which is soon to meet I feai he will refuse I have been deceived in two points I expected an arrangement, and now I perceive that Pompey has resolved upon a cruel and deadly wax By Heaven, he would have shown himself a better citizen, and a better man, had he borne anything sooner than have taken in hand such a purpose "
Oicero to Atticus 2
" Pompey is aiming at a monarchy after the type of Sylla I know what I say Never did he show his hand more plainly Has he not a good cause ? The very best But mark me, it will be carried out most foully He means to strangle Rome and Italy with famine, and then waste and burn the country, and seize the propeity of all who have any Caesar
i To Attiaus, ix 6                                    a Ib 7 and 9